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I’ve been thinking a lot about Lent lately.
With Ash Wednesday having come and
gone, Lent is officially upon us. But what
does that mean for us exactly? What is
the meaning of Lent for us in the church
today? The way we view Lent and the
way that Christians in the first church
viewed Lent are drastically different. Let
me give you an example:
I worked at McDonalds for a year and a
half while I was in college. I showed up
on a Friday in March and went about my
work as usual. As I was clocking out for
my lunch break, my boss stuck her head
out of the office and said, “Andrew, I need
your help!” I went into the office, and she
looked at me and said, “I was running late
today, and I was hungry by the time I got

here this morning, I forgot what day it
was and I had a breakfast burrito.” I
replied, “ok, you work here, what’s
wrong with that?” She continued, “Its
Friday.” I didn’t get where she was going, so she continued, “its Lent.” I still
wasn’t following so she finally said, “I’m
Catholic.” Ohhhhhh. So then I got it of
course. So she asked me to say a
prayer for her to make it ok, even
though I was neither Catholic, nor
would I ever be, I wasn’t even clergy of
any sort. I tried to explain that as a
Methodist, we didn’t really do the whole
“Meatless Fridays” in the church, so I
found nothing wrong with what she did.
But, she wouldn’t take no for an answer, so I did the best I could, ended
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the prayer with the sign of the Trinity and continued with my day.
That story, I think, is a microcosm of some of
the common characteristics that we have when
we think about Lent. It is something observed
by Catholics that makes it so they can’t eat
meat, only fish, on Fridays. It is a time where
people often give something up. It is a time of
40 days that spans from Ash Wednesday to
Holy Saturday. But there has to be more to it
than that, doesn’t there?
In the early church, one of the most important
ceremonies at Easter was the baptism of new
converts on Easter Eve. The fast during Lent
was initially undertaken by the converts to prepare them for the reception of this sacrament.
Converts to Christianity followed a strict period
of instruction and discipline prior to baptism. In
Jerusalem near the close of the fourth century,
classes were held throughout Lent for three
hours each day. The Lenten fast then moved to
being just for those preparing to become members to include all members of the Christian
body, both to show solidarity with the new converts, and for their own spiritual benefit.
Lent is a time for sacrifice, to be sure. But Lent
is also a time for preparation: we must prepare
our hearts, our minds, our very lives for the
events that will unfold before us during Holy
Week. Those events become the bedrock for
our foundations in faith. This is a time to be introspective, but at the same time to join with the
community of faith in celebrating the ministry,
life, death and ultimately the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who died so that we may forever live.

As we journey through this season of
Lent, I ask you to actively seek what
these 40 days mean to you. How can
you, how can I, make Lent a more central focus in our lives and in the life of
the church? What kind of sacrifice can
we offer up to God that is truly meaningful and impactful? What can we do to
emphasize Lent, more than just on Ash
Wednesday and during Holy Week? As
believers in Christ Jesus, I challenge
you to discover and embrace a new understanding of Lent.
Many blessings,
Pastor Andrew
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Men’s Emmaus

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Service
Food Pantry Sunday
4:00 p.m. Lenten Service at
Lifetime in Christ Ministries

9:00 a.m. Memorial
12:00 p.m. Quilters
Committee
8:00 p.m. A.A

1:00 p.m. Worship
Committee
8:00 p.m. A.A

12:00 p.m. Quilters

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Service
4:00 p.m. Lenten Service at
St. Patrick Catholic

8:00 a.m. TOPS
2:00 p.m. Women’s
Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir
6:00 p.m. Finance
Meeting
7:00 p.m. Adult
Bible Study
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10:30 a.m. Service
4:00 p.m. Lenten Service at
Prescott United Church

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Service

12:00 p.m. Quilters

8:00 a.m. TOPS
2:00 p.m. Women’s
Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Circle of
Friends
7:30 p.m. Mary
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2:00 p.m. Women’s
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6:00 p.m. Friday
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6:00 p.m. Friday
night supper

8:00 a.m. all
kids leave
Lock In

Ad Council

The Corning United Methodist Church Ad
Council met on Wednesday February 13 after the Ash Wednesday Service.
Those present were Deb Roberts, Jan Willett, Donna West, Chuck Lyles, Doug Brown,
Nancy and Cliff Mann, Larry Carmichael and
Pastor Andrew..
Deb opened the meeting by welcoming the
new members to Ad Council
The minutes of the previous meeting were
read and approved.
Committee Reports:
Finance: Donna reported that they meet
the 1st Wednesday of the month and that
they are hoping to see improved giving as
the year gets going. The committee has set
a goal to try to send something to the conference each month towards apportionments.
Education: Jo reported that the Lock In is
coming up on February 22. The Education
Committee will be hosting the fellowship dinner on March 17. They are starting a new
Sunday School curriculum in March .
Memorial : Jan reported that the next
meeting will be March 4th at 9 a.m.
Trustees: Cliff reported no meeting due to
illness but there are no pressing issues right
now.
Worship: Donna Hunter will continue to
do the list for the coffee hosts and greeters
and Jennifer will do the list for all other helpers. They are looking at new banners for the
sanctuary and there was discussion on the
attendance pads and how to make passing
them run more smoothly.
SPPRC: Nancy reported that their meeting
was a discussion of the actual role of the
committee. They meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month.
Pastor Report: Our church received a letter from the Superintendent. They are con-

cerned about our paying on 16% ( 4,586.00
of our apportioned amount of $25,000) of
our connectional giving last year. He is concerned that our congregation does not realize the importance of this commitment and
encouraged the pastor to have a conversation with the church leadership about this
important matter.
Old Business: We will have a garage sale
on the weekend of the citywide sales in
June. We need larger items such as furniture. Donna and Jan volunteered to help
organize it but will take many volunteers to
insure its success. Please contact them if
you are willing to help.
New Business:
Jo reported about the Preschool open
house on April 11th and Parent/ Teacher
conferences in March.
We are hosting the first of the ecumenical Lenten services on February 24th. We
will be serving coffee and cookies in the fellowship hall following the service.
Cliff volunteered to do devotions for the
next meeting. Chuck made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Donna seconded.
Jan Willet
Secretary

Sidebar Story Headline
Sidebars complement a main article. Use them when
you want to keep your main articles direct and information packed, but you still want to share extra or
supplementary content.
For example, if your main story is about your new
building plans, consider using the sidebar to talk
about the history of the land plot, or to tell a story of
your first encounter with the property.

Circle of Friends

.

Circle of Friends met Wed. evening Feb. 20 at Karin
Shuey's. In the absence of our leader Karin called the meeting to order. Roll call of "What does love mean to you?" was
answered by 6 ladies. Minutes of the previous meeting were
read.
We had no old or new business. We will start discussing senior breakfast at our next meeting. Some of the members will
be sending food to Allison & Kent Bass family on the arrival of
their new baby. Debbie S. has delivered a rose and shirt to
them.

Our next meeting is March 20. Andrea Grau will be hostess
and have devotions. Delores has the program.
Sarah presented her program of "Love". She told the history
of Valentine’s Day then followed with Bible verses about love.
Karin served yummy mini cheesecakes with fresh blueberries
and strawberries on the side. Visiting was enjoyed.
Secretary,
Delores Ramsey

Mary Martha Circle

On Wednesday morning Jan. 23 at 9:30 A. M. 13 members met
at the church kitchen & gave it a deep cleaning, along with the
front coat closet. We also looked at several floor covering samples for the new kitchen floor & Fudge's crew will be meeting with
Chuck soon to measure it & give us a cost estimate.
On Wednesday Feb. 20 l3 members met at the home of Carolyn
Burroughs.
Leader Carol opened the meeting with a welcome.
Marj gave devotions entitled "Life's Quilt.
Bev gave an enjoyable program telling of her recent UMCOR
experiences she had on her 2 week trip to Baldwin, La. where
she helped in "The Depot", an area the size of 3 football fields,
packing kits. She also witnessed classrooms, attended 2 Mardi
Gras parades and visited a Methodist Church. It was a very rewarding experience. She shared pictures & memorabilia.
Martha served a delicious strawberry dessert.
Fellowship was enjoyed
.
Secretary
Janet Hull,

Corning United
Methodist Church
Lock In
March 22 7:00pm – 23 8:00am

Calling all Kindergarten thru 6th graders!
Do you want to get away? Do you want a
chance to hang out with friends and peers?
Look no further! Come on over to the Corning

United Methodist Church Lock-In for a one
night event. This night will be full of fun, faith,
and fellowship. You show up, we will take care
of the rest– food, activities (with a secret activity this year), and lots of food old and new
friendships! Think you can figure out our secret
activity this year?? You won’t know unless
you’re here for the surprise!
Corning United Methodist Church
901 Nodaway Street Corning Iowa 50841
YOU MUST PREREGISTER FOR THIS EVENT!
Questions call 641-322-3312

March 22nd 2013 drop off 7:00 p.m.
To March 23 pick up at 8:00 a.m.

This form and all registration fees must be turned in to the church office before March 20, 2013. If you have
already registered and paid just contact the office and let them know if you will still be attending.

Thank you for the red carnation arrangement. I love the flower.

Thank you to the church workers.
Helen Preston

Dear Friends, it is nice to be remembered and the flowers and cookies
made me feel special.
Thank you fro your acts of kindness.
Your Friend,
Wilma Bloom

1:

Addison Shepherd
1: Erin Wetzel
1: Donnie Willett
2: Roger Hull
3: Kenny and Myrna Brown
5: :Enid Grundman
9: Rex Haggerty
9: Sydney Westlake
10: Scott and Karin Shuey
10: Paul and Norma Winkler
11: Daniel Rike
11: Steve and Eleanor Stueckradt
11: Burton Roberts
14: Kaleigh Westlake
15:LaurGreenlee

17: Margaret Roberts
18” Terry Evans
19: Adyson Lundquist
19: Irene Roland
19: Velma Cox
20: Nick Drake
20: Marjie Hoversten
21: Fern Brown
21: Rebecca Wetzel
23: Tina Boswell
23: Dianne Davis
23: Kandy Day
23: Ellie Wetzel

24: Blake Thomas
25: Barb Adams
25: Madeline Finck
28: Chandra Kegerize
28: Braxton Lyddon
29: Myrna Brown
29: Merlin Dixon
29: Warren Miller
31: Trevor Sorensen

Royce Lacey, Boyd Fudge, Clifford Bradley, Doris Winkleman, Tim Finck, Kim Bashor, Sara Correa, Tyler Cross,
Shirley Falk, Alivia Mader, Connie Lyles, John Reese, Lois Scott, Rod Longabaugh, Fern Brown, Barb Adams,
Jodi Johnson, Gerald Scott, Adam Hunter, Amy Brown, Robin Trichel, Steven Lonergan, Arnold Leonard :
Those who have or are currently serving our country.
Our friends in Care Facilities :
Good Samaritan Center : Pauline Capsey,
Corning Nursing and Rehab: Jim Stargell, Wanda Tindall, Don Williams, Paul Winkler
Vintage Park: Wilma Bloom,Faye Townsend, Mary Hoffman
Lenox Care Center: Leah Chafa, Grace Mundt, Velma Fehrle
Clearview Home: Lorrane Leonard, Evelyn Lund, Varel Dodge
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Church Office Hours
~Andrew Bardole
Office Hours
Tuesday through Friday
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
(W) 641-322-3312 (H) 641-322-4126
~Jennifer Swanson, Secretary of Ministry
Monday—Tuesday, Friday 8:00 -12:00
Wed– Thursday 8:00-4:00

