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United Methodist Spirit
So we’ve reached the start of another year. Before we
launch into 2014, let’s look a little bit at 2013. In 2013, we
saw our highest average attendance in worship since 2006,
and the first time we’ve averaged over 100 worship since
2007. This is a wonderful thing! We had 16 adult professions of faith (meaning new members/transfer of membership) as well as 10 baptisms. The 10 baptisms almost
equals the number we had from 2007-2012. Our generosity in giving is up, and we were able to almost triple the
amount we paid in connectional giving this year as opposed
to last year. If we look at all of this on paper, they are all
very good things. The number we have in worship says that
people want to be here to worship. The number of new
members and baptisms says that people want to not just be
here to worship, but be a part of our church family. And
that our giving has increased says that there is something
about our church that is worth giving our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness to. All of these are good
things! Be proud of yourself for the difference you are
making in the church and the community!

But…because, inevitably, there is always a but…how do we
continue to see these numbers grow? How do we make
sure that we don’t back slide or grow complacent or pat
ourselves on the back and stop growing? Well, let’s start a
dialogue about how to do that. Here are a few ways I see:
the first, and maybe the easiest, make sure you are being
diligent about being here on Sunday mornings to participate in the fellowship, the worship and the ministry of the
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INFORMATION

Sunday School times are 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Service begins at 10:30 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study 2:00 p.m.
Friday night supper begins at 5:45 p.m.
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PASTOR’S PAGE
church. In 2012, we had a great final
six weeks of the year. But, then the
first two months of 2013, we struggled,
we were up and down with our attendance more than a roller coaster. Be
faithful, be diligent, be present.
Another way to continue our individual spiritual growth and to foster
growth outside the walls of the church
is to talk positively about your church.
We all come for a whole host of reasons: for some we were sent to lead,
for others you grew up in the church,
for others it’s because this is the
church where your friends go, but for
most (for all really) the hope is that the
church helps you learn about Christ, to
help you discern where God is leading
you to serve and to help you grow in
your faith and relationship with our
creator. But when we go outside the
church, or even to those who are members but don’t come, to those who used
to come regularly but sometimes over
the past 10 years have fallen away, for
those with no church home, for those
who don’t think they want or need a
church home…we can, as disciples for
Jesus Christ, and as representatives of
Corning United Methodist Church,
reach out, talk with and invite those
people to come, or come back. We
cannot be shy about our faith, Christ
challenges us to be bold, to proclaim in
all places and all times what God is doing in our lives. And UMC founder
John Wesley boldly proclaimed that
not just the local church was his place
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of ministry but, “The World is my Parish”!!! There is nowhere in our lives
where Jesus, the good news of grace
and forgiveness, doesn’t need to be
shared.
Lastly, join or start a small group.
Small group ministry is the foundation
of the United Methodist Church. Wesley started his movement with groups
he called classes and bands. They
were small groups, joined together to
grow in faith, to keep one another accountable in love, to read scripture and
to fellowship. This is what we need to
do to continue to grow in our faith, to
continue to learn about God working
in our lives to support one another and
start to build bridges from our church
out into the community.

Let us continue to worship God, to
share our faith with others and to grow
into God’s grace together in 2014!!!
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10:30 a.m. Service

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Service

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

Basement rented

10:30 a.m. Service

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

2:00 p.m. EMMAUS

10:30 a.m. Service

9:30 a.m. Sunday School

8:00 p.m. A.A

8:00 p.m. A.A

8:00 p.m. A.A

8:00 p.m. A.A

4:00 p.m. Worship
Committee

8:00 a.m. TOPS
2:00 p.m. Women’s
Bible Study
5:30 p.m. Choir
615 p.m. Bell Choir

12:00 p.m. Quilters 8:00 a.m. TOPS
2:00 p.m. Women’s
Bible Study
5:30 p.m. Choir
615 p.m. Bell Choir

12:00 p.m. Quilters

12:00 p.m. Quilters 8:00 a.m. TOPS
1:00 p.m. Women’s
Bible Study
2:00 p.m. Mary
Martha Circle
5:30 p.m. Choir
6:15 p.m. Bell Choir
7:00 p.m. Circle of
Friends

12:00 p.m. Quilters 8:00 a.m. TOPS
2:00 p.m. Women’s
Bible Study
5:30 p.m. BASIC
5:30 p.m. Choir
6:15 p.m. Bell Choir
7:00 p.m. Ignite
8:00 p.m. Ad Council

6:00 p.m. Friday
Night Suppers

12:00 p.m. Quilters

6:00 p.m. Friday
Night Suppers

12:00 p.m. Quilters

6:00 p.m. Friday
Night Suppers

12:00 p.m. Quilters

Chamber Coffee

Night Supper

6:00 p.m. Friday

12:00 p.m. Quilters

6:00 p.m. Friday Night
Suppers

12:00 p.m. Quilters

Scripture reader

Children's Sermon

Ushers

January 5

Wayne Page

Ron Hunter

Cliff and Nancy Mann
Wayne Paige and Debbie Sickels

January 12

Adam Grundman

Deb Roberts

Larry and Audrey Carmichael
Ron and Donna Hunter

January 19

Doug Brown

Deena Moore

Donna West
Brian and Kathy Peterson

January 26

Karla Sorenson

Kelli Evans

Shuey Family

February 2

Lowell Evans

Bobette Fife

Sorenson Family
Sharon Price

February 9

Steve Davies

Janice Fleharty

Swanson Family

February 16

Brian Peterson

Erin Wetzel

Merlin and Carolyn Dixon
Kenny and Myrna Brown

February 23

Cliff Mann

Chuck Lyles

Martha Linn
Hoerman Family

Greeters

Nursery

Acolytes

Laura Johnston
Dan and Joyce Westlake

Billie Myers
Phillip Currin

January 12 Carolyn Burroughs

Bobette Fife
Norma Black

Jennifer Swanson Sydney Davies
Lacy Goodnight
Kaleb Dodge

January 19 Trent and Erin Wetzel

Janet Hull
Peggy Hayter

Amy Olvera
Hailey Thomas

Tonna Damewood
Logan Westlake

January 26 Doug and Diane Brown

Gary and Sally Hensley

Margaret Little
Danielle Wetzel

Sydney Westlake
Alaina Driake

February 2 Scott and Karin Shuye

Brian and Kathy Peterson Sharon Price
Bailey Swanson

Rebecca Wetzel
Blake Thomas

February 9 Todd and Katie James

Jan Willett
Sharon Price

Aubrey Boswell
Makayla Houck

January 5

Dean and Sandi Lammers
Richard and Sharon Price

Coffee Hosts

Rod and Janice Fleharty
Chris and Tina Boswell
Steve and Jeanine Bennett
Ron and Donna Hunter
Paul and Jennifer Westlake

Katie James
Katie Hoerman

Riley Fleharty
Stevie Goodnight

February 16 Keith and Brenda Longabuagh Kay Evans

Jennifer Swanson Jayla Drake
Payton Thomas
Danna Shires

February 23 Chuck and Connie Lyles

Billie Myers
Morgan Shuey

Kent and Allison Bass

Brian and Carla Damewood

Donna West
Roger and Janet Hull

Suzy Hensley
Abbie Wetzel
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AD COUNCIL
A short meeting of the Administrative
Council was held on December 14th at 7:00
p.m.
Members present were Deb Roberts, Chuck
Lyles, Nancy and Cliff Mann, Larry Carmichael , Jan Willett and Pastor Andrew.
Deb opened the meeting with minutes of
the previous meeting. They were approved.
Finance: Giving continues to be steady and
more payments have been made to apportionments.
SPPRC: Nancy reported on discussion of
the secretary job description. They will not
have a meeting in December.
Education: Jodi Lyddon is to be commended for spear-heading the youth Christmas
program. Many thanks to Jodi!
Interchurch Council: As we all know the
Christmas concert was cancelled due to
bad weather. Chuck said the band from
Carson said they would try to come sometime in January.
Worship: Thanks to the committee for
their work on decorating the sanctuary for
Christmas. It looks lovely.
Trustees: Cliff said they had someone look-

Circle of Friends met Wednesday evening November 20th at 7:15 at the home of
Jacki B. Ten members were present.
Minutes were read and approved. No
treasure report was given, but an offering
was taken for Thank Banks/UMW.
Katie had received an email from Deb
saying the kitchen flooring was paid for
and down, but the UMW would accept
money for gifts, end of year things, etc.
The soup supper plans were finalized. We will have 4 kinds of soup again
this year: wild rice, broccoli cheese, vegetable, and chili. A paper will be left at
the back of the church for desserts.
We had no other business.
Jacki had the program taken from a book
by Patsy Claremont. "A Picture is Worth

ing at the electrical issues and he also had some
dirt hauled in to finish filling around the new
sidewalk of the parsonage.
Memorial: Jan reported that the floor in the
kitchen is installed and paid for and the carpet
for the fellowship hall should be installed in
January.
UMW: Special recognition will be on Sunday
April 13th and the Mary Martha Circle wanted
to make sure that their Christmas Potluck invitation was to all church members.
Missions: There are several ladies that will organize health and school kits for ingathering
and also do a food pantry drive project.
Pastor Report: Andrew reported the Christmas
Eve service will be held at 7p.m. and the Children’s Program will be held December 15th. On
the 18th church members will be taking flowers
and cards to the nursing homes and seniors and
shut-ins. The pastor has officiated at several
funerals this month.
The next meeting will be on January 8th at our
regular 8 p.m. time.
Jan Willett, Secretary

a Thousand Words" from Proverbs
23:12. Is it easier for you to learn something by seeing it or by reading it? When
was the last time you had to learn something?
Several had to leave to attend a church
meeting. The rest enjoyed baked cauliflower, cheese and crackers while visiting.
We have no December meeting. We will
meet in January at Karla's.
Secretary, Delores Ramsey
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND THANK YOU’S
The Corning United Methodist
Church will continue to support the Local Food Pantry as a
local mission. Each of you is
encouraged to make a contribution at any time during the
month. Items can be placed in the container in
the hallway, just outside the door to the sanctuary.
Brian Peterson will deliver the items to the food
pantry.

We were thrilled to have one of Santa’s
elves deliver a red carnation from the
church. This was on Saturday before the
snow. We shall enjoy it all through the
Christmas Season. Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all our church families.
Cliff and Illah Brown

We have approximately 150 households as part of
our church. If each household will contribute one
item a month, think of what we can do to help
meet our local needs. Watch the bulletin and
newsletter for special items needed.

Have you donated to the food pantry
this month?
From the family of Jean Morris
Thank you for serving our family and friends such a
fine dinner. It was much appreciated.
Phil, Le, Nancy and family

Thank you for the beautiful carnation. It’s wonderful to be remembered at this time of year.
Mary Hull

Thanks to everyone who worked Congregate
Meals in December. Please remember to
sign up for a turn in February as it’s our next
time to deliver meals, help will be needed.
Bev Heaton (322-4770)

From the family of Evelyn Brown
To the Methodist Women
Here we are saying “thank you” again. A little sooner
than we had hoped—but they are together again. Thank
you for the wonderful luncheon after the service.
Please use the enclosed donation in memory of mom—to
help replace the kitchen floor. (Seems pretty appropriate
in our eyes)
Peace be with each of you.
Evelyn’s family
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2: Trent Roberts

13: Donna Haley

13: Eleanor Stueckradt

14: Joey Shires

17: Nancy Mann

18: Richard Drake 18: Katie Rike

18: Richard and Donna Price 19: Clifford Brown

19: Janis Houck

19: Mary Hull

20: Wayne Page

20: Carol and Robert Cline

21: Carol Cline

22: Sarah Barker

23: Katie James

24: Allison Thomas

27: Trent Wetzel

29: Mary Hoffman

29: Logan Westlake

30: Mary Crees

31: Wilma Bloom

31: Nathan Wardlow

31: Noah Wardlow

Glenn Brokaw, Marj Hoverstein, Vilas Morris, Tim Finck, Sara Correa, Dorothy
Fife, Kim Bashor, Mike Travis, Connie Lyles, Doris Winkleman, Tyler Cross,
Shirley Falk, Alivia Mader, Barb Adams, John Reese, Fern Brown,
Jodi Johnson, Amy Brown, Denny Haley, LeAnn Morris, Carol Little,
Gale Penfold, Shirley Fleharty Robin Trichel, Steven Lonergan, Donna Haley
Those who have or are currently serving our country.
Our friends in Care Facilities:
Good Samaritan Center:
Pauline Capsey
Corning Nursing and Rehab:
Wanda Tindall, Don Williams, Paul Winkler
Vintage Park: W ilma Bloom, Faye Tow nsend, M ary Hoffman, M axine Bashor
Lenox Care Center: Leah Chafa, Grace M undt,
Clearview Home: Lorrane Leonard, Evelyn Lund, Varel Dodge
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Church Office Hours
Andrew Bardole
Office Hours
Tuesday through Friday
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
(W) 641-322-3312 (H) 641-322-4126
Jennifer Swanson, Secretary of Ministry
Monday—Tuesday, 8-12
Friday 8:00 -11:00
Wed– Thursday 8:00-4:00

Above are the hours when someone will usually be available in the church office. Due to District meetings
or other appointments Pastor Andrew may be out during those scheduled times. Please leave a message on
the church answering machine. We will return your call as soon as possible.
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